selective review of data that might shed some light on these dilemmas, is presented. Based on these data, it is suggested that: (a) non-contractile collagen-producing fibroblasts play a major role in the process of bleb encap sulation, while in wound healing following filtering sur gery, contractile fibroblasts are the major components; Encapsulated Bleb (EB) typically forms between the second apd eighth week following filtering surgery. Its incidence has been reported following 8.3%-28% of these surgical procedures.I-7 It consists of a fibrous tissue, I and presents as a tense, opalescent, thick-walled bleb, com monly associated with vascular engorgement of the over lying conjunctiva, and often accompanied by elevated intraocular pressure (lOP). If EB persists, and lOP remains high despite treatment by topical steroids, hypo tensive medications and digital massage, surgical inter vention is often indicated. 1-6 Although the mechanism and cause of BE is not known, some conclusions in this regard may be drawn from previous studies.
MECHANISM OF BLEB ENCAPSULATION

Wound healing versus bleb encapsulation
After surgical trauma, inflammation at the wound site occurs, followed by migration of fibroblasts which pro liferate and produce collagen, elastin and mucopolysacca rides. It has been suggested that local tissue mesenchymal cells, or mesenchymal cells present in the blood, are the source of fibroblasts in this process.8 Their attraction into The capsule of the EB behaves clinically as a relatively noncontractile tissue. It has been described as being 
INCIDENCE AND RISK FACTORS
The cause of BE is not known. It was found to develop more frequently in eyes that had previously undergone argon-laser trabeculoplasty (ALT)4,5 or in eyes that had been treated for a prolonged time with a topical beta adrenergic agent5 or beta-adrenergic antagonist.4 Other factors which were associated with increased risk of BE included male gender and history of prior BE.5
In eyes prone to post-operative filtering bleb scarring, such as those which have previouly undergone intra 
